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Overview 

This course will tackle aspects and characteristics of the Victorian novel within the 

historical and contextual framework. It focuses specifically on Victorian fiction 

(1837-1901) that represents the Golden Age of the novel of English literature. The 

two novels, Emily Bronte’s Wuthering Heights and Charles Dickens’s Hard Times, 

will be explained in much detail. Some related issues we are going to study 

include the consequences of the industrial revolution and urbanization, the 

advancements in science and technology such as the railroad and the telegraph, 

and colonization. 

 

Objectives  

This course aims at introducing the third-year students to Victorian Novel. The 

course begins with a general introduction about the novel in a general and 

Victorian novel in particular; themes, characteristics, and some famous Victorian 

novelists and reformers. We also have something to say about some literary 

theories related to the assigned texts. Before each text, we will have an 

introduction to the biography of the novelist.   

 

Issues to be discussed 

Gothic novel: a style or novel genre characterized by frightening settings, terror 

or grotesque action, and represent events that are uncanny or macabre. This 

genre novel was flourished in 19th century. Gothic has been used to describe 

elements of the terror that are included in many Victorian fictional texts such as 

Emily Bronte's Wuthering Heights, Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre, Charles Dickens's 

Bleak House,  and Mary Shelly's Frankenstein.   
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Feminism or feminist criticism: is a literary approach to literature deals with 

feminist issues in a particular text. The final aim of the feminist writers and critics 

is to reach to social equality between men and women. Supporter of this 

approach, also, believe that biological difference does not mean to consider 

woman as an inferior or secondary creature. 

Realism: it is a 19th century movement in art and literature which opposes 

romantic fiction. Realism is to depict life as it really is or how life is structured 

socially, economically, politically, and culturally.   

19th century social Class structure: it is the 19th century characteristic in which 

people at that time were grouped according to wealth, education, occupation, 

and income. The social classes of this era included the Upper class, Middle class, 

and lower class. 

Utilitarianism: it is the greatest happiness principle in which “actions are right in 

proportion as they tend to promote happiness, wrong as  they tend to produce 

the reverse of happiness” John Stuart Mill. Utilitarian believe that criminals ought 

to be reformed and not be punished. So, utilitarianism is a concept of ethics, 

which supports actions that raise happiness or pleasure and opposes actions that 

cause unhappiness or harm. 

 

Themes such as: 

 Love 

 Revenge 

 Racism 

Marriage  

Wealth  

Education  



Family 

Morality and Ethics 

 

 

Texts /Material  

Hard Times by Charles Dickens 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

 

Extra readings 

- A Handbook of Literary Terms by M.H. Abrams and Geoffrey Galt Harpham 

- Gothic Literature by Sue Chaplin 

- Elements of Literature edited by Robert Scholes et al. 

- English Literature in Context by Paul Poplawski  

- The Madwoman in the Attic: the woman writer and the nineteenth-century 

literary imagination by Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar 

 

Essential Outcomes 

 At the end of the course students should be able to: 

- Understand and evaluate Victorian literature in general and assigned novels 

in particular.  

- Evaluate the influence of Victorian context on form, style, and point of 

view. 

- Thinking critically, close reading, and writing about  Victorian literature 

 

 



Requirements 

- This course requires that students read, write about, analyze, and discuss, 

selected works of British fiction (Charles Dickens Hard Times Emily Bronte 

Wuthering Heights) published between the late 1830s and the end of the 

nineteenth century.  

- Every session students are expected to prepare the assigned chapters to be 

discussed. Based on their knowledge and interests, students will present 

information related to their readings that is essential to the success of the 

course. 

- Students should be creative, cooperative, and prepared well to lead a good 

discussion. Bring your reading each session as well as your questions and 

ideas from the readings.  

- Frequent absences, whether excused or unexcused, definitely affect 

student's final grades. 

 

Assessments  

- Class attendance 

- Class participation. This is of course an essential requirement throughout 

the course 

- Writing a paper on a good topic  about one of the assigned texts  

- Final exam 

 

Note: online classes will be held on the virtual platform of Moodle, Zoom, and 

Google meet 

 

 

 


