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Course Objective 
 

Upon the completion, the course aims to:  
 Make students more aware of their beliefs about and 

attitudes towards language 
 Show students how surprisingly diverse human language 

are, and yet how fundamentally similar they are in many 
ways.  

 Acquaint learners with the major areas of language that 
linguists concern themselves with 

 Teach students some of the tools and techniques used in 
linguistic analysis and to develop their reasoning abilities by 
application of these tools.  

 
Course 
Description 
 

Study of the fundamental properties that all languages share, and 
of how language differ, with respect to structure (sound system, 
word formation, syntactic expression of meaning, acquisition, 
variation, and change, cultural and artistic uses of languages; 
comparison of oral, written, and signed languages.  

 
Textbook 

 Yule, G. (2020). The study of language. Cambridge university press. 
 Aitchison, J. (2003). Teach yourself. Linguistics. 
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Course 
Assessment 

Term Tests Laboratory Quizzes Project Final 
Exam 

As (40%) As (0%) As (10%) ---- As 
(50%) 

 
 
General Notes 
 

The theoretical and practical aspects of this course are so closely linked that it 
is impossible to distinguish between theoretical and practical classes. Hence, in 
the class the teacher will present the theoretical concepts that have to be 
taught to the students, who will have to make several practical activities about 
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Course Syllabus  

 
 

 
 

Course Outline by Weeks  
week Date Topics Covered Notes 

1  Overview    
2  What is linguistics?  
3  How does linguistics differ from traditional 

grammar? 
 

4  What is language?  
5  Structure dependence  
6  Place of articulation  
7  Manner of articulation  
8  Glottal stops and flaps  
9  Coarticulation effects  

10  Study questions  
11  The sound patterns of language  
12  Syllables  
13  Etymology-Clipping  
14  Backformation-  
15  Prefixes and suffixes  
16  Multiple processes  
17  Study questions  
18  Quizzes and tests  
19  Morphology  
20  Problems in morphological description  
21  Other languages  
22  Traditional grammar  
23  The prescriptive vs descriptive approache  
24  Traditional analysis  
25  Study questions  
26  Labeled and bracketed sentences  
27  Deep and surface structure  
28  Symbols used in syntactic analysis  
29  Complement phrases  
30  Study questions  
31  Quizzes and tests  
32  Revisions  

 
         Instructor Signature:  

           

them. Throughout the course there will be sessions devoted specifically to 
students’ oral expositions about some obligatory readings. 
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