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Course Objective 

Teaching students how to construct and write a composition and 
essay about different subjects. 

 
Course Description 

 
How to design an essay and a composition in order to write and 
answer different questions. 

 
Textbook 

Writing Academic English Fourth Edition 
By Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue 
 

 

Course Assessments 
Term Tests Laboratory Quizzes Project Final Exam 

As (40%) As (0%) As (10%) - As (50%) 
 
General Notes 
 

Writing Academic English, Fourth Edition, is a comprehensive rhetoric and sentence 

structure textbook/workbook for high-intermediate to advanced English language 

learners who are in college or are college bound. The book teaches writing in a 

straightforward manner, using a step-by-step approach. Clear, relevant models 

illustrate each step, and varied practices reinforce each lesson. 
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Date Topes Covered Lab. Experiment 
Assignments 

Notes 

1  Writing a Paragraph Identifying main 
ideas and parts of 
a paragraph  

Understanding what 
is a paragraph 

2  Paragraph Structure = = 

3  The Three Parts of a 
Paragraph 

Know types and 
the purposes of a 
paragraph 

Using them for 
designing paragraphs 

4  Doing Practices   

5  Unity and Coherence Practice how to 
write a paragraph 
with unity and 
coherence 

An important element 
of a good paragraph 
is unity. Unity means 
that a paragraph 
discusses one and 
only one main idea 
from beginning to 
end. 

 

6  Doing Practices = = 

7  The devices of unity and 
coherence 

Topic sentence 
And other devices 
of coherence like 
key nouns and 
transitional signals 
with logical order 

The Latin verb cohere 
means 
"hold together." For 
coherence in writing, 
the sentences must 
hold together; that is, 
the movement from 
one sentence to the 
next must be logical 
and smooth 

8  Doing practices   

9  Review   

10  Monthly Exam   

11  Supporting Details: Facts, 
Ouotations, and Statistics 

How to use these 
devices in a 
paragraph 

Academic writing 
normally requires that 
you support your 
ideas and opinions 
with 



facts, statistics, 
quotations, and 
similar kinds of 
information. 

12  Doing Practices   

13  From Paragraph to Essay How to write a 
good essay 
consists of many 
paragraphs 

Writing an essay is no 
more difficult than 
writing a paragraph 
except that an essay 
is longer. The 
principles of 
organization are the 
same for both, so if 
you can write 
a good paragraph, a 
good essay. 

14  The three parts of essay Define the three 
parts of an essay  

These three parts are 
very important in 
writing any essay 

15  Review   

16  Monthly Exam   

Half – year break 

17  Chronological Order: 
Process Essays 

How to write essay 
by using time order 

Chronological order 
is a way of organizing 
ideas in the order of 
their occurrence in 
time. Chronological 
order has 
all sorts of uses. We 
use it to tell stories, to 
relate historical 
events, and to write 
biographies and 
autobiographies. We 
also use it to explain 
processes and 
procedures 

18  Cause/Effect  Essay How to define each 
one 

In a cause/ 
effect essay, you 
discuss the causes 
(reasons) for 
something, the effects 
(results), or 
both causes and 
effects. 

19  Doing practices   

20  Organization for 
Cause/Effect Order 

Each type has his 
own way of writing 
essays 

You can organize a 
cause/effect essay in 
two main ways: 
"block" organization 
and 
"chain" organization. 
In block organization, 
you first discuss all 
the causes as a block 



(in one, two, three, or 
more paragraphs, 
depending on the 
number of causes). 
Then 
you discuss all the 
effects together as a 
block. You can 
discuss either causes 
or effects 
first. Of course, you 
can also discuss only 
causes or only 
effects. 

21  = = The other 
organizational pattern 
you can use to write 
about causes and 
effects is 
chain organization. In 
this pattern, causes 
and effects are linked 
to each other in 
a chain. One event 
causes a second 
event, which in turn 
causes a third event, 
which 
in turn causes a 
fourth event, and so 
on. Each new cause 
and its effect are links 
in 
a chain. 

22  Doing practices   

23  Comparison/Contrast 
Essays 

How to know each 
type 

In a 
comparison/contrast 
essay, you explain 
the similarities and 
the differences 
between two items. 
Comparison and 
contrast is a very 
common pattern in 
most academic fields. 

24  Review and doing practices = = 

  Monthly Exam   

26  Paraphrase and Summary Practice how to 
write these devices 
in writing essays 

Writing paraphrases 
and summaries are 
important tools in 
academic writing. 
How you write 
something by using 
your own word and 
how to write 



something by keeping 
what is important. 

27  Doing practices   

28  Argumentative Essays How to write this 
kind of essays 

An argumentative 
essay is an essay in 
which you agree or 
disagree with an 
issue, 
using reasons to 
support your opinion. 
Your goal is to 
convince your reader 
that your 
opinion is right. 

29  Doing practices   

30  Review   

31  Monthly Exam   
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